
 
 

 

40th Annual Everglades Coalition Conference 
Miccosukee Casino & Resort, Miami, FL 
January 30-February 1, 2025 

 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 

6:00pm 7:30pm 

Reception: Hosted by the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida  
●​ Remarks from Chauncey Goss — Chairman, South Florida Water 

Management District 
●​ Remarks from William J. Osceola — Secretary, Miccosukee Tribe 

of Indians of Florida 
 
 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 

7:45am 8:45am Breakfast: Hosted by National Audubon Society 
●​ Keynote address by Kirsten Hines — Author & Photographer 

9:00am 10:15am 

The Power of Community: Reflecting on 40 Years of Advocacy by the 
Everglades Coalition 

●​ Moderated by Kelly Cox — Audubon Florida 
●​ Richard Grosso — Richard Grosso, P.A. 
●​ Julie Hill-Gabriel — National Audubon Society  
●​ Marisa Carrozzo — National Parks Conservation Association  
●​ Jason Totoiu — Center for Biological Diversity 

10:30am 11:45am 

Everglades Restoration: Lessons Learned and Opportunities on the 
Horizon 

●​ Moderated by Cara Capp — National Parks Conservation 
Association 

●​ Shannon Estenoz — U.S. Department of the Interior 
●​ Howie Gonzales — U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville 

District 
●​ Mary Barley — The Everglades Foundation 
●​ Tina Marie Osceola — Seminole Tribe of Florida 
●​ Chauncey Goss — South Florida Water Management District 

Governing Board 

12:00pm 1:35pm 

Lunch: Hosted by "Ding" Darling Wildlife Society 
●​ Keynote address by Major General Jason Kelly — United States 

Army Corps of Engineers 
●​ Public Service Award honoring Chairman Talbert Cypress — 

Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida  

1:45pm 2:45pm 
Clean Water Economy 

●​ Moderated by Chloe Vorseth — Florida International University 
●​ Paul Hindsley — The Everglades Foundation 



 

●​ Michael Berkowitz — Climate Resilience Institute, University of 
Miami 

●​ John Lai — Sanibel & Captiva Islands Chamber of Commerce 
●​ Captain Steve Friedman  — Councilman 

3:00pm 4:00pm 

Future Leader Roundtable 
●​ Moderated by Marcelo Balladares — Sierra Club Florida Chapter 
●​ Carlos Paez Jerviz — Miami-Dade College  
●​ Jacob Klostreich — Indian River State College 
●​ Lily Zhang — Duke University 
●​ Attilio Boden — Florida International University 
●​ Giovanna Santo — Florida International University 

4:15pm 5:15pm 

Connection Reflection: Strengthening Florida's Land and Water 
Wildlife Corridors 

●​ Moderated by Casey Darling Kniffin — Florida Wildlife Federation 
●​ Deb Drum — Palm Beach County Environmental Resources 

Management  
●​ Anabella Garcia — Stetson University 
●​ Allyn Childress — Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation 
●​ Janet Gil — Miami Dade County Environmentally Endangered 

Lands Program 

5:30pm 6:30pm Reception: Hosted by the Office of the Mayor Daniella Levine Cava 
●​ Remarks from Mayor Daniella Levine Cava — Miami-Dade County 

6:45pm 8:45pm 

Dinner: Hosted by the Everglades Foundation 
●​ Keynote address by Representatives Debbie Wasserman-Schultz 

& Mario Diaz-Balart — Everglades Caucus Co-Chairs 
●​ Hall of Fame award honoring Charles Lee — Director of Advocacy, 

Audubon Florida 
●​ Hall of Fame award honoring Mary Barley – Founding Director, 

The Everglades Foundation 
 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 

8:00am 9:00am 

Breakfast: Hosted Florida Oceanographic Society 
●​ Keynote address by Ron Magill — Zoo Miami 
●​ Grassroots Activism Award honoring Casey Darling Kniffin — 

Conservation Policy Director, Florida Wildlife Federation 

9:00am 10:15am 

Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) in the 
Everglades 

●​ Moderated by Francesca DiJulio — Everglades Law Center 
●​ Edward Ornstein — Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
●​ Troy Sanders — Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
●​ Gina Paduano Ralph — U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

Jacksonville District 
●​ Dave Wegner — Woolpert Engineering 

10:30am 11:45am 

On the Move: How Climate Change is Impacting Everglades Wildlife 
●​ Moderated by Glenn Watkins — National Wildlife Federation 
●​ Larry Williams — U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
●​ Dr. Marcel Bozas — Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 



 

●​ Dr. Melissa Abdo — National Parks Conservation Association 
●​ Dr. Jerry Lorenz — Audubon Florida 

12:00pm 1:35pm 

Lunch: Hosted by the Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
●​ Keynote address by Jennifer Marshall — FDOT 
●​ Conservationist Award honoring Tania Galloni, Bonnie Malloy, and 

Christina Reichert — Earthjustice 

1:45pm 2:45pm 

Blended Approaches: Achieving Habitat and Watershed Goals 
through Public and Private Land Conservation Efforts 

●​ Moderated by Paul Gray — Audubon Florida 
●​ John Paul Fraites — Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services 
●​ Julie Morris — Florida Conservation Group 
●​ Lt. Col. Buck MacLaughlin — Avon Park Air Force Range 
●​ Noah Handley — Lykes Brothers 
●​ Gaye Sharpe — Polk County 

3:00pm 4:00pm 

Native Perspectives: Thriving in the Everglades 
●​ Moderated by Rev. Houston Cypress — Miccosukee Tribe’s 

Everglades Advisory Committee, Love the Everglades Movement 
●​ William J. Osceola — Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
●​ M. Carmen Lane — Artist, Writer, & Facilitator 
●​ Meko Brand — Eco-Friendly Knitwear Brand  

4:15pm 5:15pm 

Beyond CERP: What Should the Next 40 Years of Everglades 
Restoration Look Like? 

●​ Moderated by Richard Grosso — Richard Grosso, P.A. 
●​ Curtis Osceola — Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
●​ Matt DePaolis — Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation 
●​ Jaclyn Lopez — Stetson University College of Law 
●​ Dr. Thomas Van Lent — Friends of the Everglades 
●​ Nicholas Aumen — U.S. Geological Survey 

6:30pm 7:30pm 

Dinner: Hosted by the National Parks Conservation Association 
●​ Keynote address by Michael Grunwald — Journalist & Author 
●​ Voice of Conservation Award honoring Michael Grunwald — 

Journalist & Author 

7:45pm 10:00pm Everglades Swamp Bash: Hosted by Bonefish & Tarpon Trust 
 


